Thursday, March 29, 2007

Dazily Digest

HIGHLIGHTS

Senate passed H.R 1591, Emergency Supplemental Appropriations.

Senate agreed to H. Con. Res. 103, Adjournment Resolution.

The House agreed to H. Con. Res. 99, Revising the congressional budget
for the United States Government for fiscal year 2007, establishing the
congressional budget for the United States Government for fiscal year
2008, and setting forth appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years

2009 through 2012.

The House agreed to H. Con. Res. 103, Adjournment Resolution.

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $4081-54229

Measures Introduced: Fifty-six bills and eight reso-
lutions were introduced, as follows: S. 30, and
1022-1076, S.J. Res. 11, S. Res. 134-139, and S.
Con. Res. 25. Pages S4159-61

Measures Reported:

Special Report entitled “Legislative Activities Re-
port of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 109th
Congress”. (S. Rept. No. 110-40)

Special Report entitled “Report on the Activities
of the Committee on Finance of the United States
Senate During the 109th Congress”. (S. Rept. No.
110-41)

S. 378, to amend title 18, United States Code, to
protect judges, prosecutors, witnesses, victims, and
their family members, with an amendment. (S. Rept.
No. 110-42)

S. Res. 30, expressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding the need for the United States to address
global climate change through the negotiation of fair
and effective international commitments.

S. Res. 65, condemning the murder of Turkish
Armenian journalist and human rights advocate
Hrant Dink and urging the people of Turkey to
honor his legacy of tolerance, with an amendment.

S. Res. 76, calling on the United States Govern-
ment and the international community to promptly
develop, fund, and implement a comprehensive re-
gional strategy in Africa to protect civilians, facili-
tate humanitarian operations, contain and reduce vio-
lence, and contribute to conditions for sustainable

peace in eastern Chad, and Central African Republic,
and Darfur, Sudan.

S. 358, to prohibit discrimination on the basis of
genetic information with respect to health insurance
and employment, with an amendment in the nature
of a substitute.

S. 521, to designate the Federal building and
United States courthouse and customhouse located at
S15 West First Street in Duluth, Minnesota, as the
“Gerald W. Heany Federal Building and United
States Courthouse and Customhouse”.

S. 556, to reauthorize the Head Start Act, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute.

S. 624, to amend the Public Health Service Act
to provide waivers relating to grants for preventive
health measures with respect to breast and cervical
cancers, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute.

S. 657, to amend the Public Health Service Act
to add requirements regarding trauma care, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute.

S. 801, to designate a United States courthouse
located in Fresno, California, as the “Robert E. Coyle
United States Courthouse”.

S. 845, to direct the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to expand and intensify programs
with respect to research and related activities con-
cerning elder falls, with an amendment in the nature
of a substitute. Page S4159

Measures Passed:

Emergency Supplemental Appropriations: By 51
yeas and 47 nays (Vote No. 1206), Senate passed
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H.R. 1591, making emergency supplemental appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2007, after taking action on the following amend-
ments proposed thereto: Pages S4082-S4131

Adopted:

Cochran (for Lugar) Amendment No. 690, to pro-
vide that, of the funds appropriated by this Act
under the headings “DIPLOMATIC AND CON-
SULAR PROGRAMS” and “ECONOMIC SUP-
PORT FUND” (except for the Community Action
Program), up to $50,000,000 may be made available
to support and maintain a civilian reserve corps.

Page S4082

By a unanimous vote of 93 yeas (Vote No. 122),
Ensign Modified Amendment No. 752, to provide
additional funding for certain programs under the
Adam Walsh Child Safety and Protection Act of
2006, by increasing funding for the United States
Marshals Service to track down convicted sex offend-
ers who have failed to register as a sex offender as
required by law and by increasing funding for
United States attorneys to prosecute child exploi-
tation and child pornography cases as part of the
Project Safe Childhood. Pages S4082-83

By a unanimous vote of 97 yeas (Vote No. 123),
DeMint Amendment No. 704, to prohibit the use of
funds to make payments to certain spinach growers
and first handlers. Pages S4083-84

Coburn Amendment No. 649, to remove a $2
million earmark for the University of Vermont.

Pages S4082, S4084

Sanders Modified Amendment No. 737, to pro-
vide funds for the weatherization assistance program.

Page S4084

By a unanimous vote of 98 yeas (Vote No. 124),
Biden Amendment No. 739, to appropriate an addi-
tional $1,500,000,000 for Procurement, Marine
Corps, to accelerate the procurement of an additional
2,500 Mine Resistant Ambush Protected vehicles for
the Armed Forces. Pages S4084-85

Withdrawn:

Reid Amendment No. 823 (to Amendment No.
690), to establish the enactment date. Page S4082

Obama Amendment No. 664, to appropriate an
additional $58,000,000 for Defense Health Program
for additional mental health and related personnel,
an additional $10,000,000 for operation and mainte-
nance for each of the military departments for im-
proved physical disability evaluations of members of
the Armed Forces, and an additional $15,000,000
for Defense Health Program for women’s mental
health services. Page S4082

Webb Amendment No. 692, to prohibit the use
of funds for military operations in Iran.  Page S4082
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Coburn Amendment No. 656, to require timely
public disclosure of Government reports submitted
to Congress. Page S4082

Coburn Amendment No. 717, to make certain
provisions inapplicable. Page S4082

Coburn Amendment No. 718, to make certain
provisions inapplicable. Page S4082

During consideration of this measure today, the
Senate also took the following action:

Chair sustained a point of order against section
1711 of the bill as added by Amendment No. 641
pursuant to the order of March 26, 2007 whereby
such amendment was considered adopted provided
that no point of order be waived by that action, as
being in violation of Rule XVI of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, which prohibits legislation on
an appropriation bill, and the section was stricken.

Pages S4085-87

By 57 yeas to 41 nays (Vote No. 125) Senate
voted the language of section 431 of the bill as
added by Amendment No. 641 pursuant to the
order of March 26, 2007 whereby such amendment
was considered adopted provided that no point of
order be waived by that action germane and the
point of order raised against the section fell.

Pages S4087-88

Chair sustained a point of order against section
3001 of the bill as added by Amendment No. 641
pursuant to the order of March 26, 2007 whereby
such amendment was considered adopted provided
that no point of order be waived by that action, as
being in violation of Rule XVI of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, which prohibits legislation on
an appropriation bill, and the section was stricken.

Page S4088

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that Senator Graham be recorded as nay rath-
er than yea, on Vote No. 118, changing the outcome
of the vote to 74 yeas to 23 nays relative to Wyden
Amendment No. 709 (adopted on March 28, 2007).

Page S4087

Senate insisted on its amendment, requested a
conference with the House thereon, and the Chair
was authorized to appoint the following conferees on
the part of the Senate: Senators Byrd, Inouye, Leahy,
Harkin, Mikulski, Kohl, Murray, Dorgan, Feinstein,
Durbin, Johnson, Landrieu, Reed, Lautenberg, Nel-
son (NE), Cochran, Stevens, Specter, Domenici,
Bond, Shelby, Gregg, Bennett, Craig, Hutchison,
Brownback, Allard, Alexander, and Grassley.

Page S4146

Genocide Accountability Act: Senate passed S.
888, to amend section 1091 of title 18, United
States Code, to allow the prosecution of genocide in
appropriate circumstances. Pages S4148-50



March 29, 2007

Adjournment Resolution: Senate agreed to H.
Con. Res. 103, providing for a conditional adjourn-
ment of the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate.

Page S4223

Government of Iran: Senate agreed to S. Res.
1306, expressing the sense of the Senate condemning
the seizure by the Government of Iran of 15 British
naval personnel in Iraqi territorial waters, and calling
for their immediate, safe, and unconditional release.

Page S4223

National Asbestos Awareness Week: Committee
on the Judiciary was discharged from further consid-
eration of S. Res. 131, designating the first week of
April 2007 as “National Asbestos Awareness Week”,
and the resolution was then passed. Pages S4223-24

Trauma Care Systems Planning and Develop-
ment Act: Senate passed H.R. 727, to amend the
Public Health Service Act to add requirements re-
garding trauma care, clearing the measure for the
President. Page S4224

National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early De-
tection Program Reauthorization Act: Senate passed
H.R. 1132, to amend the Public Health Service Act
to provide waivers relating to grants for preventive
health measures with respect to breast and cervical
cancers, clearing the measure for the President.

Pages S4224-25

Edward William Brooke 111 Congressional Gold
Medal Act: Committee on Banking, Housing and
Urban Affairs was discharged from further consider-
ation of S. 682, to award a congressional gold medal
to Edward William Brooke III in recognition of his
unprecedented and enduring service to our Nation,
and the bill was then passed. Pages S4225-26

Stem Cell Bills—Agreement: A unanimous-con-
sent-time agreement was reached providing that on
Tuesday, April 10, 2007, Senate begin consideration
of S. 5, to amend the Public Health Service Act to
provide for human embryonic stem cell research, and
S. 30, en bloc; that there be a limitation of 20 hours
for concurrent debate on the bills; that the Majority
Leader, the Republican Leader, Mr. Harkin, and Mr.
Brownback, or their designees, each control 5 hours
therein; that no amendments or motions be in order
to either bill; that, upon conclusion of debate, the
bills, en bloc, be read the third time; that at a time
to be determined by the Majority Leader, after con-
sultation with the Republican Leader, Senate vote on
final passage of the bills; that Senate first vote on
passage of S. 5, and that there be 2 minutes, equally
divided and controlled, for debate between the Ma-
jority and Republican Leaders, or their designees, be-
tween the votes; provided further, that if either bill
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fails to pass with a minimum of 60 yea votes, S. 5
be returned to the calendar, and S. 30 be placed on
the calendar; and that, if either bill is passed, a mo-
tion to reconsider be deemed made and laid on the
table. Pages S4221, S4227

Authorizing Leadership To Make Appoint-
ments—Agreement: A unanimous-consent agree-
ment was reached providing that notwithstanding
the recess or adjournment of the Senate, the Presi-
dent of the Senate, the President of the Senate pro
tempore, and the Majority and Minority Leaders be
authorized to make appointments to commissions,
committees, boards, conferences, or interparliamen-
tary conferences authorized by law, by concurrent ac-
tion of the two Houses, or by order of the Senate.

Page S4226

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:

Roger Romulus Martella, Jr., of Virginia, to be
Assistant Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

Margrethe Lundsager, of Virginia, to be United
States Executive Director of the International Mone-
tary Fund for a term of two years.

Curtis S. Chin, of New York, to be United States
Director of the Asian Development Bank, with the
rank of Ambassador.

Bradley Udall, of Colorado, to be a Member of the
Board of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall Scholarship
and Excellence In National Environmental Policy
Foundation for a term expiring October 6, 2012.

John Wood, of Missouri, to be United States At-
torney for the Western District of Missouri for the
term of four years.

Zalmay Khalilzad, of Maryland, to be Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the Sessions
of the General Assembly of the United Nations dut-
ing his tenure of service as Representative of the
United States of America to the United Nations.

Zalmay Khalilzad, of Maryland, to be the Rep-
resentative of the United States of America to the
United Nations, with the rank and status of Ambas-
sador, and the Representative of the United States of
America in the Security Council of the United Na-
tions.

Ford M. Fraker, of Massachusetts, to be Ambas-
sador to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Eli Whitney Debevoise II, of Maryland, to be
United States Executive Director of the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development for a
term of two years.

S. Ward Casscells, of Texas, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Defense.
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William Charles Ostendorff, of Virginia, to be
Principal Deputy Administrator, National Nuclear
Security Administration.

3 Army nominations in the rank of general.

10 Marine Corps nominations in the rank of gen-
eral.

3 Navy nominations in the rank of admiral.

Routine lists in the Air Force, Army, Foreign
Service, Marine Corps, Navy.

Pages S4221-22, S4227, S4228-29

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations:

Jennifer Walker Elrod, of Texas, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit.

2 Army nominations in the rank of general.

9 Coast Guard nominations in the rank of admi-
ral.

Routine lists in the Air Force, Navy. Page S4228
Messages from the House: Page S4158
Measures Referred: Page S4158
Measures Held at the Desk: Page S4221
Enrolled Bills Presented: Page S4158

Executive Communications: Pages S4158-59

Executive Reports of Committees: Page S4159

Additional Cosponsors: Pages S4161-63

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S4163-S4219

Additional Statements: Pages S4156-58

Notices of Hearings/Meetings: Page S4219

Authorities for Committees to Meet:
Pages S4291-20

Record Votes: Five record votes were taken today.
(Total—126) Pages S4083, S4084, S4085, S4088, S4093

Adjournment: Senate convened at 9 a.m, on Thurs-
day, March 29, 2007, and adjourned pursuant to the
provisions of H. Con. Res. 103, at 6:22 p.m, until
10 a.m., on Tuesday, April 10, 2007. (For Senate’s
program, see the remarks of the Majority Leader in
today’s Record on page S4227.)

Committee Meetings
(Committees not listed did not meet)

BUDGET: DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the Department of the Navy in
review of the Defense Authorization Request for fis-
cal year 2008 and the future years Defense Program,
after receiving testimony from Donald C. Winter,
Secretary, and Admiral Michael G. Mullen, Chief of
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Naval Operations, both of the United States Navy;
and General James T. Conway, Commandant of the
United States Marine Corps.

NOMINATION

Committee on  Commerce, Science, and Transportation:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the
nomination of David James Gribbin IV, of Virginia,
to be General Counsel of the Department of Trans-
portation, after the nominee testified and answered
questions in his own behalf.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Environment and Public Works:
mittee ordered favorably reported:

S. 521, to designate the Federal building and
United States courthouse and customhouse located at
515 West First Street in Duluth, Minnesota, as the
“Gerald W. Heany Federal Building and United
States Courthouse and Customhouse’;

S. 801, to designate a United States courthouse
located in Fresno, California, as the “Robert E. Coyle
United States Courthouse”;

S. 992, to achieve emission reductions and cost
savings through accelerated use of cost-effective
lighting technologies in public buildings, with
amendments;

S. 496, to reauthorize and improve the program
authorized by the Appalachian Regional Develop-
ment Act of 1965;

A bill entitled “The Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2007”; and

The nominations of Roger Romulus Martella, Jr.,
of Virginia, to be Assistant Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, and Bradley Udall,
of Colorado, to be a Member of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excel-
lence In National Environmental Policy Foundation.

CLEAN ENERGY

Committee on Finance: Committee concluded a hearing
to examine clean energy from the margins to the
mainstream, focusing on promoting the widespread
use of clean renewable power and the Production
Tax Credit which was to spur its development, after
receiving testimony from John Bruton, European
Commission, Washington, D.C.; John Krenicki, Jr.,
General Electric Energy, Atlanta, Georgia; Todd
Raba, MidAmerican Energy Company, Des Moines,
Iowa; Johan van’t Hof, Tonbridge Corporation, On-
tario, Canada; and Ryan H. Wiser, Lawrence Berke-
ley National Laboratory, Berkeley, California.

IRAN

Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded
a hearing to examine an update on United States
policy towards Iran, after receiving testimony from

Com-
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R. Nicholas Burns, Under Secretary of State for Po-
litical Affairs.

AGENCIES’ IMPROPER PAYMENTS

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Subcommittee on Federal Financial Manage-
ment, Government Information, Federal Services,
and International Security concluded a hearing to ex-
amine eliminating and recovering improper pay-
ments, focusing on the Office of Management and
Budget report entitled “Improving the Accuracy and
Integrity of Improper Payments”, including trends
in agencies’ reporting under the Improper Payments
Information Act of 2002, from fiscal years 2004
through 2006, challenges in reporting improper pay-
ment information and improving internal control,
and agencies’ reporting of recovery auditing efforts,
after receiving testimony from Linda M. Combs,
Controller, Office of Federal Financial Management,
Office of Management and Budget; McCoy Wil-
liams, Director, Financial Management and Assur-
ance, Government Accountability Office; John W.
Cox, Chief Financial Officer, Department of Housing
and Urban Development; David M. Norquist, Chief
Financial Officer, Department of Homeland Security;
Timothy B. Hill, Director, Office of Financial Man-
agement, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices, Department of Health and Human Services;
Terry Bowie, Deputy Chief Financial Officer, Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration; and
Lee White, PRG—Schultz International, Inc., At-
lanta, Georgia.

INDIAN TRUST FUND LITIGATION

Committee on Indian Affairs: Committee concluded an
oversight hearing to examine Indian trust fund liti-
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gation, focusing on settlement legislation relative to
pending and potential claims by individual Indians
and tribes, after receiving testimony from Dirk
Kempthorne, Secretary of the Interior; William W.
Mercer, Acting Associate Attorney General, Depart-
ment of Justice; John Bickerman, Bickerman Dis-
pute Resolution, PLLC, Washington, D.C.; John E.
Echohawk, Native American Rights Fund, Boulder,
Colorado; William Martin, Intertribal Monitoring
Association on Indian Trust Funds, Albuquerque,
New Mexico; and Elouise C. Cobell, Browning,
Montana.

UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee held a hearing
to examine Department of Justice hiring and firing
of United States Attorneys, focusing on preserving
prosecutorial independence, receiving testimony from
D. Kyle Sampson, former Chief of Staff to the Attor-
ney General of the United States, Department of
Justice.
Hearing recessed subject to the call.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship: Com-
mittee ordered favorably reported S. 163, to improve
the disaster loan program of the Small Business Ad-
ministration, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute.

INTELLIGENCE

Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee held closed

hearings on intelligence matters, receiving testimony

from officials of the intelligence community.
Committee recessed subject to call.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 102
public bills, FL.R. 1752-1853; 1 private bill, H.R.
1854; and 21 resolutions, H.J. Res. 41; H. Con.
Res. 103-110; and H. Res. 283-294, were intro-
duced. Pages H3356-62

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H3362-64

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:

H.R. 1495, to provide for the conservation and
development of water and related resources, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Army to construct var-
ious projects for improvements to rivers and harbors

of the United States, with an amendment (H. Rept.
110-80);

H.R. 518, to amend the Solid Waste Disposal Act
to authorize States to restrict receipt of foreign mu-
nicipal solid waste and implement the Agreement
Concerning the Transboundary Movement of Haz-
ardous Waste between the United States and Canada
(H. Rept. 110-81); and

H.R. 493, to prohibit discrimination on the basis
of genetic information with respect to health insur-
ance and employment (H. Rept. 110-28, Pt. 3).

Pages H3356-62
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Journal: The House agreed to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal by voice vote. Pages H3281, H3339

Revising the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal year 2007,
establishing the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal year 2008,
and setting forth appropriate budgetary levels
for fiscal years 2009 through 2012: The House
agreed to H. Con. Res. 99, to revise the congres-
sional budget for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2007, establishing the congressional
budget for the United States Government for fiscal
year 2008, and setting forth appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2009 through 2012, by a yea-
and-nay vote of 216 yeas to 210 nays, Roll No. 212.

Pages H3283-H3338

Rejected:

Kilpatrick amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute (No. 1 printed in H. Rept. 110-79) that
sought to balance the budget in FY 2012, and
produce a total cumulative deficit that is $339 bil-
lion lower than that of the President’s budget (by a
recorded vote of 115 ayes to 312 noes, Roll No.
209); Pages H3289-H3300

Woolsey amendment in the nature of a substitute
(No. 2 printed in H. Rept. 110-79) that has a non-
defense, domestic discretionary spending number of
just over $483 billion and sought to balance the
budget by FY 2010 (by a recorded vote of 81 ayes
to 340 noes, with 1 voting ‘“present”, Roll No.
210); and Pages H3300-10, H3311

Ryan (WI) amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute (No. 3 printed in H. Rept. 110-79) that
sought to retain the 2001 and 2003 tax provisions,
and provides for one-year extensions of alternative
minimum tax {AMT] relief, the State and local sales
tax deduction, and the research and experimentation
[R&E} tax credit and also sets discretionary spending
at $1,079.6 billion in fiscal year 2008 and $5,079.8
billion over 5 years (by a recorded vote of 160 ayes
to 268 noes, Roll No. 211). Pages H3312-27

H. Res. 275, the rule providing for consideration
of the resolution, was agreed to on Wednesday,
March 28t¢h.

Adjournment Resolution: The House agreed to H.
Con. Res. 103, providing for an adjournment of the
House and a recess or adjournment of the Senate, by
a yea-and-nay vote of 214 yeas to 192 nays, Roll
No. 213. Pages H3338-39

Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes and
three recorded votes developed during the pro-
ceedings of today and appear on  pages
H3299-H3300, H3311, H3327, H3338, and
H3339. There were no quorum calls.
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Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 5:24 p.m.

Committee Meetings
HONEY BEE DECLINE

Committee on  Agriculture: Subcommittee on Horti-
culture and Organic Agriculture held a hearing to
review colony collapse disorder in honey bee colonies
across the United States. Testimony was heard from
Caird E. Rexroad, Associate Administrator, Agri-
culture Research Service, USDA; and public wit-
nesses.

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT,
FDA AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Admin-
istration and Related Agencies held a hearing on
Food Safety and Inspection Service. Testimony was
heard from the following officials of the USDA:
Richard Raymond, Under Secretary, Food Safety;
David Goldman, Acting Administrator, Food Safety
and Inspection Service; and W. Scott Steele, Budget
Officer.

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies held a
hearing on Commission on Civil Rights/Legal Serv-
ices Corporation/State Justice Institute. Testimony
was heard from the following officials of the Legal
Services Corporation: Helaine M. Barnett, President
and Frank B. Strickland, Chairman, Board of Direc-
tors; Kevin Linskey, Executive Director, State Justice
Institute; and Kenneth L. Marcus, Staff Director,
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.

The Subcommittee also held a hearing on Inter-
national Trade Commission. Testimony was heard
from Daniel Pearson, Chairman, International Trade
Commission.

DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Defense
held a hearing on Secretary of Defense. Testimony
was heard from the following officials of the Depart-
ment of Defense: Robert Gates, Secretary; and GEN
Peter Pace, USMC, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff.

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Energy
and Water Development, and Related Agencies held
a hearing on Weapons Activities Oversight. Testi-
mony was heard from former Senator Sam Nunn of
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Georgia and Co-Chairman and CEO, Nuclear Threat
Initiative; William Perry, former Secretary of De-
fense; GEN James E. Cartright, USA, Commander,
U.S. Strategic Command, Department of Defense;
and a public witness.

The Subcommittee also held a hearing on Depart-
ment of Energy: Weapons Activities/and Naval Re-
actors. Testimony was heard from the following offi-
cials of the Department of Energy: Thomas
D’Agostino, Acting Administrator, National Nuclear
Security Administration; and ADM Kirkland Don-
ald, USN, Deputy Administrator, Naval Reactors.

FINANCIAL SERVICES, GENERAL
GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Finan-
cial Services, General Government, and Related
Agencies held a hearing on IRS. Testimony was
heard from Mark W. Everson, Commissioner, IRS,
Department of the Treasury.

HOMELAND SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Home-
land Security, on Bioterrorism Preparedness and the
Role of Department of Homeland Security Chief
Medical Officer. Testimony was heard from Keith
Rhodes, Director, Technology and Engineering,
GAO; and the following officials of the Department
of Homeland Security: John Vitko, Division Head,
Chemical and Biological Division, Science and Tech-
nology; and Tom McGinn, Director of Veterinary
and Agriculture Security; and a public witness.

INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Inte-
rior, Environment and Related Agencies held a hear-
ing on Bureau of Indian Affairs/Office of the Special
Trustee. Testimony was heard from the following of-
ficials of the Department of the Interior: Jim Cason,
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Indian Affairs; and
Ross Swimmer, Special Trustee, American Indians.

LABOR, HHS, EDUCATION AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education and Related
Agencies continued appropriations hearings. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Legisla-
tive Branch held a hearing on House of Representa-
tives. Testimony was heard from the following offi-
cials of the House of Representatives: Lorraine C.
Miller, Clerk; William Livingood, Sergeant at Arms;
and Dan Beard, Chief Administrative Officer.
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VA, AND
RELATED AGENCIES

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans’ Affairs, and Related
Agencies held a hearing on Air Force Budget. Testi-
mony was heard from GEN T. Michael Moseley,
USAF, Chief of Staff, Department of the Air Force.

STATE, FOREIGN OPERATIONS AND
RELATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on State,
Foreign Operations and Related Programs continued
appropriation hearings. Testimony was heard from
public witnesses.

TRANSPORTATION, HUD, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Trans-
portation, Housing and Urban Development, and
Related Agencies held a hearing on Transportation
Safety: National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion/Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration/
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administra-
tion/National Transportation Safety Board. Testi-
mony was heard from the following officials of the
Department of Transportation: Nicole Nason, Ad-
ministrator, National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration; John Hill, Administrator, Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration; and Thomas J.
Barrett, Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Ma-
terials Safety Administration; and Mark V. Rosenkar,
Board Member, National Transportation Safety
Board.

MILITARY COMMISSIONS ACT—USE OF
GUANTANAMO BAY

Committee on Armed Services: Held a hearing on the
Military Commissions Act and the continued use of
Guantanamo Bay as a detention facility. Testimony
was heard from William H. Taft IV, former Legal
Adviser, Department of State and former Deputy
Secretary of Defense; Patrick F. Philbin, former As-
sociate Deputy Attorney General, Department of
Justice; and public witnesses.

MORALE, WELFARE AND RECREATION
PROGRAM

Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Mili-
tary Personnel held a hearing on overview of morale,
welfare and recreation (MWR) programs. Testimony
was heard from the following officials of the Depart-
ment of Defense: Leslye A. Arsht, Deputy Under
Secretary, Military Community and Family Policy;
BG Belinda Pinckney, USA, Commanding General,
U.S. Army Family and Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation Command; RADM Mark A. Handley, USN,
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Vice Commander, Navy Installations Command; Mi-
chael P. Downs, Director, Personal and Family Read-
iness Division, Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps; and
Arthur J. Myers, Director, Air Force Services.

NCLB EFFECTS ON DISABLED

Committee on Education and Labor: Subcommittee on
Early Childhood, Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation hearing on How NCLB Affects Students with
Disabilities. Testimony was heard from Rebecca
Cort, Deputy Commissioner, Office for Vocational
and Educational Services for Individuals with Dis-
abilities, Department of Education, State of New
York; and public witnesses.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Energy and Air Quality held a hearing entitled “Cli-
mate Change: Lessons Learned from Existing Cap
and Trade Programs.” Testimony was heard from
Brian McLean, Director, Office of Atmospheric Pro-
grams, Office of Air and Radiation, EPA; and public
witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Financial Services: Ordered reported the
following bills: H.R. 1515, to amend the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974 to treat
certain communities as metropolitan cities for pur-
poses of the community development block grant
program; H.R. 1427, amended, Federal Housing Fi-
nance Reform Act of 2007; H.R. 1675, Preservation
Approval Process Improvement Act of 2007; and
H.R. 1676, Native American Home Ownership Op-
portunity Act of 2007.

U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Held a hearing on the
2007 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices
and the Promotion of Human Rights in U.S. For-
eign Policy. Testimony was heard from the following
former Assistant Secretaries for Democracy, Human
Rights and Labor, Department of State: Harold
Hongju Koh; and John Shattuck.

SECURE HANDLING OF AMMONIUM
NITRATE ACT OF 2007

Committee on  Homeland Security: Subcommittee on
Emerging Threats, Cybersecurity and Science and
Technology approved for full Committee action H.R.
1680, Secure Handling of Ammonium Nitrate Act
of 2007.

VOTER CONFIDENCE INCREASED
ACCESSIBILITY ACT OF 2007

Committee on House Administration: Met to discuss the
status of H.R. 811, Voter Confidence and Increased
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Accessibility Act of 2007, which is before the Sub-
committee on Elections.

DECEPTIVE PRACTICES AND VOTER
INTIMIDATION PREVENTION ACT

Committee on the Judiciary: Ordered reported, as
amended, H.R. 1281, Deceptive Practices and Voter
Intimidation Prevention Act of 2007.

ENSURING EXECUTIVE BRANCH
ACCOUNTABILITY

Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Com-
mercial and Administrative Law held a hearing on
Ensuring Executive Branch Accountability. Testi-
mony was heard from the following former Assist-
ants to President Bill Clinton: John Podesta, Chief
of Staff; and Beth Nolan, Counsel; Noel J. Francisco,
former Associate Counsel to President George W.
Bush; and a public witness.

OVERSIGHT—OCEAN POLICY PRIORITIES

Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on
Fisheries, Wildlife and Oceans held an oversight
hearing on ocean policy priorities in the United
States. Testimony was heard from Mary M. Clackin,
Assistant Administrator, Program Planning and In-
tegration, NOAA, Department of Commerce; and
the following Co-Chairs of the Joint Ocean Commis-
sion Initiative: ADM James D. Watkins, USN (ret.);
and former Representative Leon Panetta of Cali-
fornia.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on Na-
tional Parks, Forests and Public Lands held a hearing
on the following bills: H.R. 189, Paterson Great
Falls National Park Act of 2007; H.R. 359, César
Estrade Chavez Study Act; and H.R. 1080, Grand
Teton National Park Extension Act of 2007. Testi-
mony was heard from Representatives Cubin,
Pascrell, Jr., and Solis; Dan Wenk, Deputy Director,
National Park Service, Department of the Interior;
and public witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Quersight and Government Reform: Ordered
reported the following measures: H.R. 625, To des-
ignate the facility of the United States Postal Service
located at 4230 Maine Avenue in Baldwin Park,
California, as the “Atanacio Haro-Marin Post Of-
fice;” H.R. 1124, To extend the District of Colum-
bia College Access Act of 1999; H.R. 1402, To des-
ignate the facility of the United States Postal Service
located at 320 South Lecanto Highway in Lecanto,
Florida, as the “Sergeant Dennis J. Flanagan Lecanto
Post Office Building;” H.R. 1425, To designate the
facility of the United States Postal Service located at
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4551 East 52nd Street in Odessa, Texas, as the
“Staft Sergeant Marvin “Rex” Young Post Office
Building;” H.R. 988, To designate the Facility of
the United States Postal Service located at 5757
Tilton Avenue in Riverside, California, as the “Lieu-
tenant Todd Jason Bryant Post Office;” H.R. 1434,
To designate the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 896 Pittsburgh Street in Spring-
dale, Pennsylvania, as the “Rachel Carson Post Office
Building;” H. Con. Res. 88, Honoring the life of Er-
nest Gallo; H. Con. Res. 71, Commemorating the
85th Anniversary of the founding of the American
Hellenic  Educational  Progressive  Association
(AHEPA), a leading association for the Nation’s 1.3
million American citizens of Greek Ancestry, and
Philhellenes; H. Res. 179, Expressing support for a
National Foster Parents Day; and H. Res. 273, Sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Financial Literacy
Month.

The Committee began consideration of H.R. 401,
National Capital Transportation Amendments Act of
2007.

The Committee also approved Oversight Plans for
the 110ch Congress.

TAXPAYER FUNDED STADIUMS/
FACILITIES

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform: Sub-
committee on Domestic Policy held a hearing on
Build It and They Will Come: Do Taxpayer-financed
Sports Stadiums, Convention Centers and Hotels de-
liver as promised for America’s Cities. Testimony
was heard from Donald Korb, Chief Counsel, IRS,
Department of the Treasury.

NSF REAUTHORIZATION

Committee on Science and Technology: Subcommittee on
Research and Science Education held a hearing on
reauthorizing the National Science Foundation, Part
2. Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

NEXT GENERATION AIR
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

Committee on Science and Technology: Subcommittee on
Space and Aeronautics held a hearing on JPDO and
the Next Generation Air Transportation System: Sta-
tus and Issues. Testimony was heard from Charles
Leader, Director, Joint Planning and Development
Office, FAA, Department of Transportation; and
public witnesses.

SMALL BUSINESSES—PATENT REFORM

Committee on Small Business: Held a hearing entitled
“The Importance of Patent Reform on Small Busi-
nesses.” Testimony was heard from John Doll, Com-
missioner of Patents, U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
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fice, Department of Commerce; and Public wit-
nesses.

FAA’S OVERSIGHT—OUTSOURCED AIR
CARRIER MAINTENANCE

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Sub-
committee on Aviation held a hearing on the FAA’s
oversight of Outsourced Air Carrier Maintenance.
Testimony was heard from the following officials of
the Department of Transportation: Nicholas Sabatini,
Associate Administrator, Aviation Safety, FAA; Cal-
vin L. Scovel III, Inspector General; and public wit-
nesses.

Joint Meetings
LEGISLATIVE PRESENTATIONS

Joint Hearing: Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
concluded joint hearings with the House Committee
on Veterans' Affairs to examine legislative presen-
tations of certain veterans organizations, after receiv-
ing testimony from John Garcia, New Mexico De-
partment of Veterans’ Services, Santa Fe, on behalf
of the National Association of State Directors of Vet-
erans Affairs; Thomas C. McGriff, AMVETS,
Lanham, Maryland; Tom Poulter, Military Order of
the Purple Heart, Springfield, Virginia; Jerry L.
Sweeney, Fleet Reserve Association, and Colonel Ana
R. Smythe, USMC (Ret.), Military Officers Associa-
tion of America, both of Alexandria, Virginia; Gun-
nery Sergeant Patrick Corbett, USMC (Ret.), the Re-
tired Enlisted Association, Aurora, Colorado; Rose
Elizabeth Lee, Gold Star Wives of America, Arling-
ton, Virginia; and sundry public witnesses.

R —

NEW PUBLIC LAWS

(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D408)

H.R. 1129, to provide for the construction, oper-
ation, and maintenance of an arterial road in St.
Louis County, Missouri. Signed on March 28, 2007
(Public Law 110-106)

N —

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR FRIDAY,
MARCH 30, 2007

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Legisla-
tive Branch, to hold hearings to examine proposed budget
estimates for fiscal year 2008 for the Office of the Senate
Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper, and the United States
Capitol police, 10 a.m., SD-138.

House

No Committee meetings are scheduled.
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BILLS VETOED

H.R. 810, to amend the Public Health Service Act to provide for human embryonic stem cell research. Vetoed July 19,

2006.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
10 a.m., Tuesday, April 10 10 a.m., Friday, March 30
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Tuesday: After the transaction of any  Program for Friday: To be announced.
morning business (not to extend beyond 60 minutes),

Senate will begin consideration of S. 5, Stem Cell Re-

search Enhancement Act, and S. 30, HOPE Act, en bloc,

for a period of debate.

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue

HOUSE Faleomavaega, Eni F.H., American Samoa, E691 Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana, Fla., E690, E695
Garrett, Scott, N.J., E689, E694 Smith, Christopher H., N.J., E690, E694
Altmire, Jason, Pa., E690 Green, Al, Tex., E692, E693 Van Hollen, Chris, Md., E691, E695
Berkley, Shelley, Nev., E691, E695 Kucinich, Dennis J., Ohio, E689, E694 Young, Don, Alaska, E689, E692, E693
Cleaver, Emanuel, Mo., E691 Pelosi, Nancy, Calif., E689
Davis, Lincoln, Tenn., E692 Porter, Jon C., Nev., E693
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